The central role of adrenomedullin in host defense.
Thirteen years after the isolation of adrenomedullin (AM) from a human pheochromocytoma, the literature is awash with reports describing its implication in countless physiological and disease mechanisms ranging from vasodilatation to cancer promotion. A growing body of evidence illustrates AM as a pivotal component in normal physiology and disease with marked beneficial effects in the host defense mechanism. Exogenous administration of AM as well as its ectopic overexpression and the use of drugs, which potentiates its activity, are promising strategies for treatment of septic shock and several other pathogen-related disorders. Although major progress toward this end has been achieved over the past few years, our further understanding of the pleiotropic mechanisms involved with AM as a protective peptide is paramount to maximize its clinical application.